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Ao Anti-Gommnist Activities of the Loague of Unions

1o Toward she end of February 1949, the League of Unions (non-commnist) sent
a note to the Lebanese Ilinistry of National Leonomy, asking that recasures
be taken to rostrict the activities of the corrmnist=controlled Federation
of Unions and pointing out that that group is unlicensed and its activities
disturb public order. The Icague also asked the Linistry to inform the
Departnent of Social Affairs that it will resist vigorously any sction
the Departnent may take in connection with the working class without
csonsulting the League, :

" 2. The leafue received a reply to this note fron the Uinistry of National
Beonorty, aceepting its denmands and stabing that the Uinistry hed sent
instructions to the linistry of Interior to confiscate any tract or other
publication issued by the Federation, and to prosecute those responsible
for the publications.

3« The port workers? union, a merber of the League of Unions headed by
Iuharmad Shargawi, has resisted commmisy atterpts at infiltration, Source
states that the mecbors of the wmion's Exceoutive Couneil have firm control
over the wmion. Ilustafe 'Aris, according to source, has tried to pain
infloenes in the port workers! union through Yusuf Khalidi, its former
heads This move was blocked by the ILeague, which gave the port workers?
union g warning that resulted in Khalidi's dismissale Source adds that
Comtmnists are concentiating on port workers in Tripeli, among whom are
a muber of Commnists. )

Le The Leamue of Unions is trying to split the rasons? union, which is strongly
attached to the sommmist-controlled Federstion of Unions. Source
atiributes the loyelbty of this union to the Paderation to the influence
of its chief, !Murshid Saliba, who ,source states, is a merber of the Central
Committes of the Lebanese Commmnist Party,*
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Activitices of Unions Adkering to the Federation of Unions (Cormuniste
Dominated)

Hamna Zargs lad a neeting of textile workers on 13 Iarch at Atiysh

. Shaykhani's house in Iladet to discuss forming a toxbtile workers? wnione

A comrittee was formed at this necting to eontact men and women workers and
to trensmit information sent to the proposed union from Deirut (presumsbly
from the Federation of Unions). TFollowing a second meeting which was
scheduled for 20 liarch, the camittee intended Yo apply to the Department .
of Social Affairs for a union permlt.

The general cormittes of the typesotbters! union invited the typeseliers
to a pmeebing, Despite the extensive publicity concemning the neoting,

only thirteen perscns attended. The only subject discussed was the -
qu.ecstion of the collection of funds for aiding lustafa 'Aris in priscn,
and for giving financial aid 4o his wife.

0n 1l Uareh the wood polishers met at the Federation of Unions?
headquarters to elect a new council for the Union. Then it becane
apparent that the majoriby of those present were commmist and that
%herefore, the new eowmeil would be commmist, luhyieal=Din Nahhas (who
was present as representative of the Department of Scelsl Affairs of
the Llinistry of National Econmomy), by raising certain lepal points,
sueceeded in having the meeting postponed for twenty-five daya. Source
states that Nahhas hoped to be zble to bring a mirber of non-Commmist
workers to the nexk meeting,

P % Comente. Saliba's name was nob listed as cno of”the
8T8

5r8 of uhe central Committee elected on 2 February 1949, as
given in
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